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Concord Jazz Project’s Jam of All Originals

By lan Rashkin

n Tuesday, May 15th I headed to the Motor House to
Ocatch Baltimore’s newest jam session, hosted by the

Concord Jazz Project. I was especially excited because
not only do I like the spontaneity inherent in jam sessions, but
this one had a special twist—all the music they were playing
was written by the participants. Now;, in the spirit of full dis-
closure, I like to write the occasional jazz tune, and so I had
forwarded a couple of charts and was eager to hear them. But
more than that, I just love the idea of new music being played
not only by its creators, but also by an assortment of other mu-
sicians, each of whom might bring a new and special element
to the composition. That's jazz, right? Imagine if nobody had
ever played a Monk tune besides Monk, or if no one played
“Cottontail” but Duke Ellington. To me, such collaboration
speaks to the essence of jazz: sharing, communicating, inter-

preting, reinterpreting, and exploring.
Now, I am realistic enough to know that it may be hard to
play tunes that none, or almost none, of the band has ever

heard, and there are many factors that could make things go
haywire: inexperienced musicians, overly difficult composi-
tions, excess time spent figuring charts out, or just plain
lousy songs. I felt pretty confident about the first part: given
a house band consisting of Theljon Allen (trumpet), Thomas
James (piano), Jeron White (bass), Iyoel Santiago (drums),
and Yawn Jones (guitar), I figured they could make some
pretty good music regardless of what was thrown at them.
As for the charts, I figured it was a crapshoot, but certainly
worth a try.

The other thing I thought could be a problem was music
that would be interesting only to other composers or other
musicians. Audiences like to hear something they know, or
at least something well played, so if things did get a little
messy, it might not be a great experience for some of them.
But to my mind, the music sounded coherent, pleasant and
interesting throughout the night. The house band started out
playing a few of its own members’ compositions; even those
were new to some of the members, but they sounded like the

(continued on page 3)
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CONCORD JAZZ PROJECT
From left: lyoel Santiago, drums/percussion; Mike Graham Jr., bass; Thomas James, keys; Theljon Allen, trumpet
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JAZZ JAM SESSIONS

Where t

gregate

to groove and grow!

* NOTE: As these events may be subject to change, it’s always a good idea to

CALL AHEAD FOR CONFIRMATION!

MONDAYS

An die Musik Live! - 7:30

409 N. Charles Street. Jam sessions SECOND
and FOURTH Mondays. Hosted by Joshua
Espinoza, piano, and Alex Meadow, bass. Adult
$10, Student $5. No charge for participating
musicians. joshua.espinoza@gmail.com

NEW! De Kleine Duivel - 7-11

3602 Hickory Avenue. Hosted by guitarist Michael
Joseph Harris, featuring the music of Django
Reinhardt, Gypsy jazz, swing, trad, Dixieland,
blues, standards, bossa nova, Gypsy rumba,
musette waltz, and bebop. Room for dancing.
Full bar with extensive draft beer selection and
food menu. No cover. 443-835-2179

Tabor Ethiopian Restaurant — 8:30-11:30
328 Park Avenue. Clarence Ward Il presents
The Session. All are welcome to come out and
express themselves. No cover, one drink
minimum. Come on in and swing with us.
410-528-7234

TUESDAYS

Marie Louise Bistro — 8-11

904 N. Charles Street. Weekly jam sessions led
by Jesse Moody, drums; Mike Comb, bass;
Darius Scott, piano; Michael Raitzyk, guitar.
410- 385-9946

Randallstown Community Center - 6-8
3505 Resource Drive, Randallstown. Sponsored
by BJA. Hosted by Derrick Amin. Jam sessions/
book and poetry live reading. Musicians and
vocalists are welcome. 410-887-0698

The Judge’s Bench — 8:30-midnight

8385 Main Street, Ellicott City. Charlie Schueller
leads informal jam sessions on the FIRST
Tuesday of each month. 410-465-3497

Trinacria Cafe - 7-9

111 West Centre Street. Hosted by Liz Fixsen
with the Now-and-Then Jazz trio. THIRD
Tuesdays. Instrumentalists and vocalists
welcome (vocalists, bring charts). No cover.
443-759-4082

WEDNESDAYS

49 West Café - 7-10

49 West Street, Annapolis. Hosted by John Starr
and house band. FIRST & THIRD Wednesdays.
Musicians and singers very welcome! Delicious
and reasonably priced food and drink available!
$10 cover. Reservations 410-626-9796

Da Mimmo’s Italian Restaurant — 6-10
217 S. High Street. Hosted by Lynn Roxy.
Musicians and singers welcome. Piano, mic &
bass amp provided. No minimum, no cover, free
parking in private lot. 410-727-6876
(lynnroxy3@gmail.com)

HOMEslyce - 8-11
336 N. Charles Street. Todd Marcus leads weekly
jazz jam sessions. 443-501-4000

THURSDAYS

Arch Social Club - 7-10

2426 Pennsylvania Avenue

Jam & Juice Session featuring the New World
Outreach Jazz Orchestra. $5 donation.
410-669-9856

The Place Lounge — 7-10

315 W. Franklin Street. Jam session/open mic is
hosted by Spice. Musicians and vocalists are
welcome. 410-547-2722

If you are aware of any changes in the jam sessions listed,

PLEASE INFORM THE EDITOR at: jazzpalette@gmail.com
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Concord Jazz Project’s
Jazz Jam of All Originals

(continued from front page)

excellent players they are, and made great music on the spot.
They then opened up the floor to both guest musicians and
composers. The turnout wasn’t huge, but there were a hand-
ful of each, and so there was a good mix of sounds and
styles. Some charts worked better than others, but there was
very little downtime figuring things out, and every tune
they took on got a fair reading. One number ended up being
a bit more complicated than expected and became more of
a bed for improvisation than a form with a melody; but even
in that case, the musicians kept their cool and played an en-
joyable set of changes.

Overall, if the evening wasn’t perfect, it was certainly en-
joyable, and really, when is a jam session ever perfect? I ap-
plaud this group for taking on the challenge of playing new
charts sight unseen and doing their best to make good music
come out of it, and welcoming other players to take part in
their experiment. To me that just embodies the mix of skill,
risk, and communication that makes jazz such a unique type
of expression. On top of all that, the new bar/cafe at the
Motor House (new to me, at least) is a very nice, comfortably
intimate room with a full bar, a variety of comfy seating
arrangements, and easy street parking. The Concord Jazz
Project is making this a regular monthly event (every second
Tuesday), and I fully expect to be present as often as I can.

lan Rashkin works as a software developer by day, and
plays bass any chance he gets, with Mike ‘n’ Ike, the Liz
Fixsen Trio and other local artists. He has served on the
board of the Baltimore Jazz Alliance since 2014.
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Membership in BJA
The gift that keeps on giving!

See page 15 or visit our website:
www.baltimorejazz.com
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CARL GRUBBS
QUARTET

BEBOP MADNESS:
ATRIBUTETO
THE MASTERS

SATURDAY, July 7th
7 to 8:30 PM*

CARL GRUBBS, saxophone
ERIC BYRD, piano

BLAKE MEISTER, bass
ERIC KENNEDY, drums

THE CABARET at

GERMANO’S PIATINNI
300 S. High Street, Baltimore, MD
Valet parking available

Tickets: $20
Purchase in advance at
germanospiattini.com

*(dinner seating at 6 pm)

Award-winning saxophonist Carl
Grubbs will feature the works of
Charlie Parker, Miles Davis,
Sonny Rollins, Jackie McLean and
John Coltrane and other jazz
giants of the ‘50s and ‘60s.

Celebrate Germano'’s 10th year as
Baltimore’s premiere cabaret
venue with this tribute to bebop,

a uniquely American musical style.

Entertainment is for
dining patrons only
(minimum order $20 per person for
those over 14 yrs. of age)

www.carlgrubbsjazz.com

ARTSCAPE
Friday, July 20th 2:30
to 3:30 pm

ce CPMeedie

The concert will feature Spicka’s compositions
ranging from the very latest to earlier works.

GEORGE SPICKA, piano
JOHN DAHLMAN, bass / JOHN KESSEL, drums

FALVEY HALL, BROWN CENTER
MARYLAND INSTITUTE COLLEGE OF ART (MICA)
1301 W. Mount Royal Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21217

410-227-8914

georgefspicka-composer.weebly.com
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JAZZWAY 6004 PRESENTS

SUNDAY, JUNE 24TH 1 pm '
# DEAR BLOSSOM R

Bassist-vocalist NICKI PARROTT brings her tribute
“Dear Blossom,” her elegant love letter to a vocal
legend of jazz past to JAZZWAY!

NICKI PARROTT, bass/vocals / CHRIS GRASSO, piano
CHUCK REDD, vibraphone/drums

XXk k “A tribute of sparkling endearment and somber reverence, with moods that alternate
between smoke and sunshine . . . with elegant turns that render Parrott's sweet, amiable voice
with pronounced clarity and splendor.” - Brian Zimmerman, DownBeat

Tickets: $38-General, $33-BJA Members (PER registered member, please), $18-Students

All tickets include all soft drinks, entry in a raffle, and a dessert, fruit and cheese buffet post-concert.

All tickets must be purchased in advance at: http://www.jazzway6004.org/buy _tickets_and_merchandise/

For more details visit: www.jazzway6004.com

JAZZWAY 6004
6004 Hollins Avenue ¢ Baltimore, MD 21210
410-952-4528

Marianne M2K is celebrating the 75th anniversary of
F l}:[l lE J] @ N [l @ l}:{l I;DR @ N |] @ lL lE S Joni Mitchell’s birth with a series of concerts dedicated
to Mitchell's repertoire. Jazzway 6004 kicks off
“THE JONI CHRONICLES” in preparation for a
recording in the coming months. Hear HIP NEW

ARRANGEMENTS of many Joni favorites,
spanning her entire discography.

MARIANNE MATHENY-KATZ vocals
ALAN BLACKMAN piano
CRAIG ALSTON saxophones
MICHAEL RAITZYK guitar
JEFF REED bass
ERIC KENNEDY drums

For more details and to purchase tickets, visit: www.jazzway6004.0rg

$38-General, $33-BJA Members
(PER registered member, please) $18-Students

Al tickets include all soft drinks, entry in a raffle, and a dessert,
fruit and cheese buffet post-concert. All tickets must be purchased in

s " N n nv, l “ lv 2 2 “ [I 4 I] m advance at: http://lwww.jazzway6004.org/buy_tickets_and_merchandise/

JAZZWAY 6004
6004 Hollins Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21210 « 410-952-4528
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