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SAX Camp 2008:
Bigger is Better

Saxophonist Carl
Grubbs, his wife Barbara,
and drummer Wayne John-
son are the founders and
inspiration behind the SAX:
Music & Dance Camp
program, an annual sum-
mer camp that brings to-
gether professional musician-
instructors, high school volun-
teers, and students ranging

in age from 4 - 17. The camp also
boasts an impressive list of visit-
ing artists who conduct sched-

uled workshops:

Mike Noonan (Unified Jazz

Ensemble) — xylophone and

vibes

Jared Denhard (Music Dept.,

Stevenson University) —

bagpipes

Laura Norris — classical man -

dolin

Tony Norris — classical guitar
Michael Formanek (Peabody

Jazz Program) — bass
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Warren Wolfe - drums
Rob Levitt (2008 MSAC
Individual Awards Recipi-
ent) - guitar
This year 68 students en-
rolled in the SAX camp, and ac-
cording to director Carl Grubbs,
about half were returnees from
last year. Classes in guitar, piano,
dance, vocals, flute, saxophones,
clarinets, trombones and trumpets
were offered. Staff instructors in-
cluded Grubbs (beginning saxo-
phones and clarinet), Johnson

(drums and percussion),
Fred Joiner (sax en-
semble director), Shawn
Heming (guitar and
bass), Ron Mariano
(guitar and bass), Fred
Moss (guitar and bass),
Elaine Foster (vocals),
James Orr (keyboard),
and Olu Jomo (dance).
“We had guitars, saxo-
phones and flutes that
students could take
home. A lot of kids to-
day have never had that experi-
ence,” Carl pointed out. “These
classes were inspired by a com-
bination of those classes that I
had, growing up.”
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